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e
Common Challenges

»Access to appropriate data

~Lack of sufficient training to access data
~Receiving data in a timely manner
»Making data meaningful

~Finding time to analyze data

~Allowing the data to “speak”

~Identifying time and expertise to make
necessary changes in practice
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Reflect, Plan, and Take Action
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» Provide ongoing
opportunities to
review timely data.

» Strengthen
feedback loops.

» Address fears and
encourage self-
reflection.

» Make adjustments
to practice.
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Four Data Types

Program Data

Achievement
Data

Demographic
Data

Perception Data
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Targeting Students for
Dropout Prevention Efforts

» Several longitudinal, scientifically researched studies

» Risk factors—pros and cons

= No single factor will accurately predict which students are at-
risk.

= The accuracy of predictions increases when combinations of
risk factors are used.

» Continual monitoring

= Dropping out is a “process,” not an event.
= Middle grades and transitions are significant.
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Data for Predicting Student Dropout

L] -
} LOI lg Itu I I |a , e http://www.centerforcsri.org/files/Center_RB_Dec08.pdf - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by Learning Point Associates

) i i =)
GA \g http: fwww. center forcsri.org/files/Center_RE_Dec08.pdf vl [4][x] [ |[2]-

quantitative study T — A

B A & e i00[n S E I T

» 2005 on-track indicator L. @ 5 Aearning ront |
* Freshmen RESEARCH BRIEF

“ Credlts earned www.centerforcsri.org
= Course failure in core PO

Early Warning Systems that Support Students
courses at Risk of Dropping Out of High School

€ The Study less hvkely to graduate than studeljts with low test scores who

remained on-track by passing their courses.

= [
] M O re red I Ctlve th a n Y Allensworth, E. M., & Easton, J. Q. (2007). What matters
for staying on-track and graduating in Chicago Public 102007 _Allensworth and Fastan studied how three
Done @ Unknown Zone

RLOWH %\ > 8:53eM

Source: What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools by Elaine Allensworth & John Easton.
Published in 2007 by the Consortium on Chicago School Research.
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Data for Predicting Student Dropout

» Allensworth and Easton study (2007)

= Additional indicators:

» Course failure
» Overall grade point average
» Attendance

= Earlier, more targeted interventions
= Also examined:

» Student and school-level factors (study behavior, gender)
» Relationship between climate and attendance

Source: What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools.
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Data for Predicting Student Dropout

» Allensworth and Easton study (2007)

» Climate indicators influencing academic
SUCCESS.
= Strong teacher-student relationships
= Personal support from teachers
= Schoolwide emphasis on preparation for future
= Peer support for academic achievement
= Effective teacher collaboration

Source: What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools.
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Other “Leading Indicators”

~ Foley et al. Annenberg Institute for School
Reform study (2008)
= Early reading proficiency
= Enrollment in pre-algebra and algebra
= Qverage / undercredited
= Discipline (i.e., suspensions)
= Student engagement

Source: Beyond Test Scores: Leading Indicators for Education by Ellen Foley, Jacob Mishook, Joanne Thompson, Michael
Kubiak, Jonathan Supovitz, & MaryKaye Rhude-Faust. Published in 2008 by the Annenberg Institute for School Reform.
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Research Involving Native Youth

» Much demographic and trend data through national
collection efforts
» Several case studies, survey and focus group data

= Individual (self-esteem, substance abuse, etc.)
= Family (socioeconomics, educational attainment, etc.)
= School factors (cultural discontinuity, engagement, etc.)

» Calculating Native student dropout rate
= Examine formula.
= Many Native youth leave school prior to Grade 10.

» Diversity of cultures and experiences
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Research Involving Native Youth

» Factors contributing to Native student dropout

= Individual
» Lack of basic skills
» Low grades
» Low self-esteem
= Family
» Multiple school transfers
» Problems in the home (substance abuse, child abuse, etc.)
» Mother dropped out of school
» Single parent families
» Home support for education

Sources: “The American Indian Female Dropout” by Ardy Bowker. Published in 1992 in Journal of American Indian Education.
“High-School Dropout Among Native Americans” by Theodore Coladarci. Published in 1983 in Journal of American Indian Education.
“Dropping Out Among American Indians and Alaska Natives: A Review of Studies” by Karen Swisher & Michelle Hoisch. Published in 1992 in
Journal of American Indian Education.
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Research Involving Native Youth

» Factors contributing to Native student dropout

= School level
» Boredom with school (engagement)
» Relevance of curriculum/education to life (cultural and situational)
» Perception of fair treatment

» Teacher-student relationships (caring, cultural sensitivity and
respect, disagreements, etc.)

Native role models

Sources: “The American Indian Female Dropout”
“High-School Dropout Among Native Americans”
“‘Dropping Out Among American Indians and Alaska Natives: A Review of Studies”
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Perspectives of Native Parents

» Regional Educational Laboratory Central Study
= Examines American Indian perspectives in the Central region on
parent involvement in their child’s education
» Similar perspectives

= “Many aspects of American Indian parent involvement were IargeIY
consistent with the literature on parent involvement in the genera
population as well as in other minority cultures.” (Mackety & Linder-
VanBerschot, p. v)

» Unique perspectives
= Parent-school differences in values
= Communication styles
= Perception of cultural competency in the staff and curricula

= American Indian educational policies of coercive assimilation that
continues to influence parents (Mackety & Linder-VanBerschot, p. v)

Source: Examining American Indian Perspectives in the Central Re%ion on parent involvement in children’s education by
Dawn M. Mackety & Jennifer A. Linder-VanBerschot. Published in 2008 by REL Central.
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Closing Thoughts

»An Anishinaabe Medicine Wheel Perspective
= 4 colors
= 4 seasons
= 4 phases of life
= 4 aspects of life
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